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INTRODUCTION

1. Tur Epirion

Tais edition of Arya Sira’s Jataka-Mdld, also called Bodhi-
sattvdvadanamadld, is based on the edition edited by H. Kern and
published in the Harvard Oriental Series, No. 1, 1890 (referred to
in the margin by K). A few years’ later, in 1895, Dr. J. S. Speyer
published an English translation of this work in the Sacred Books
of the Buddhists, Vol. I. Kern used for his edition only three Mss,,
A, B and P, and handled this material so skilfully as to give us a
masterpiece of standard Classical Sanskrit, I do not agree with
Kern in all the emendations he made in his printed text, a few of
which I have rejected as they did not conform with standard
Buddhist phrases current in Buddhist literature, while a few more
still, which I have retained in my edition, were not necessary in
view of the fact that the author, Arya Siira, professed Buddhism
a8 his faith, and as such, words like srgamast and smTg were quite
natural in his grain, I must, however, admit and admire the scholarly
acumen of this Dutch Scholar in giving us an admirably fine
Sanskrit text. I have given the variant readings just below the
text, and not relegated them to the end of the volume as Kern did,
to enable the reader, well-versed in the style and vocabulary of
Buddhist Sanskrit works, to judge for himself the value of his
emendations, I have also given from Kern’s edition the crude
version of a Kacchapajdtaks in Appendix I, with a few minor
emendations. I have added in my edition an index of versesin
Appendix II and a list of metres used by Arya Stira in
Appendix ITI, which features, quite necessary for a modern reader,
are not to be found in Kern's edition. Further, I have given in
Appendix IV Subhdsita-Ratnakarandaka-Kathd, which has recently
come to light and is ascribed to Arya Sara, I am very grateful
to Dr. A. C. Banerjee, University Professor and Head of the
Department of Pali in Calcutta University for his having placed
this work at my disposal for inclusion in this Volume.

2. Tuar Work

Arya Sara's Jataka-Mald gives us as many as 34 Jitakas or
stories of the past lives of Buddha as Bodhisattva, These stories
are also called avaddnas or noble deeds of Bodhisattva., These
stories illustrate the value of Paramitds or perfections necessary for
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the attainment of Buddhahood, All the stories state in the open-
ing phrases the object to illustrate which the story is narrated.
These phrases are then followed by amngspaa. They are also wound
up by statements how the narrative illustrates the object. Kern
thought that the concluding statements or epilogues of these stories
are spurious or later additions with which view I do not agree.
They are intrinsically part of the story, though modern mind does
not like to expressly state the moral to illustrate which a story, is
narrated. (Vide his Introduction, p. x).

The sources of these stories are the Pali Jdatakas and works
like Cariya-Pitaks and | Apaddng, and as many as 28 8 of these stories
can be traced to these works. Arya Sira may have also drawn
upon the Vinaya Pitaka in its Sanskrit versions available i in frag-
ments, published in Gilgit Mss, and in_Mahdvastu. The case of
story No. 1, the Vydghrijataka which is not yet traced in older
Pali works, deserves special consideration, A Bodhisattva giving
his body as food .to save the newly born young ones of
a tigress figures frequently in Mahdyina literature or in
literature of the period of transition from Hinayina to Mahiyina
form of Buddhism, A reference to Avadina No. 32 of the Divyd-

_vaddng_( BST No. 20, pp. 307-313, and my notes thereon ), parti-
cularly the two stanzas =mfgamRe’ occurring on page 312, which to
me appear to be from the pen of Arya Stra, will convince the
reader that this story is a speciality of this period and of our author,
The case of a few other Jatakas not yet traced to Pali sources may
be similarly explained.

Some of these stories are to be found in frescoes in the
Ajantad Caves and Bharhut Stapa with verses inscribed from Jataka-
Mdla (JM 28. 4,15,19),

Jataka-Mald exercised great influence on other Buddhist
- writers, one of them being the author of a late Pali work called
Hatthavanagallaviharavarse, composed in ornate Pali in Ceylon.
As many as 20 stanzas are found translated in Pali in the above
work, viz, 5. 2; .6, 82; 7. 5, 15, 18; 8. 21, 24, 25, 38, 45; 10, 2, 8;
"14,11;15. 4, 9, 10, 11, 13; 18. 18; and 28, 28.

Subhdsita-Ratna-Kosa, an anthology by a Buddhist Scholar
Vidyakara of 11th century A, p,, cites stanza No. 1292 as from thl.a
work and author, (88, 4, wqgg g )
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8. Tue Avrnor, HiIs DATE AND WoRKs

_Very little is known about the life or about the date of
Arya Sira, the author of Jataka-Mald, who is the forerunner of the
poets of classical, chaste and ornate Sanskrit. He, however, seems
to be considerably indebted to Kumiralata and his Kalpanamands-
tikd. He, therefore, cannot be much older than the beginning of
the 4th century A. p., and, as one of his works was translated into
Chinese in 434 a. p., he cannot be put later than 400 A.p, I, there-
fore, assign him to_850-400 A. p. It has been mentioned above
that the stories from Jataka-Mald were used in Ajanta Cave
frescoes with verses from it inscribed below them, which fact indi-
cates that the work was popular in the 6th century A. b,

* As hinted at by Dr. A. C. Banerjee in his Introduction to
Subhdsita- Ratnakarandaka-Kathd, there were, probably, two_ writers
bearing the name of Arya Sara or Sira, the author of Jataka- Mdila
being the earlier of the two.

The following works are ascribed to Arya Sura besides
Jataka-Mala :~

1. Subhasita-Ratnakarand aka-Kathd, published for the first
time in Appendix IV of this volume, and edited by Dr. A. C.
Banerjee of Calcutta University from a single Ms. from Nepal.

2 Paramitasomdsa, published in Annale Lateranse, Vol. X,
Citta Lal Vaticano, 1946,

8. Pratimoksasitra-paddhats available only in Tibetan trans-
lation. See Tohoku Catalogue No. 4103,

4. Bodhisattvajatakadharmagands, also in Tibetan translation.
See Tohoku Catalogue No. 4157.

5. Supathanirdesaparikathd, also known from Tibetan trans-
lation. See Tohoku Catalogue No, 4175.

Arya Sira must have written or at least retouched a few
other Buddhist works, I am almost certain that Avadana No. 38,
Maitrakanyokdvaddna in Divyavaddns, must have been written by
Arya Sira as the language, style, and introductory and concluding
phrases of that avadana indicate. I also feel that Avadana Nos.
22 and 32 in that work may have either been writben or retouched
by him,

Arya Siira attained a very high reputation among poets a3
& writer of chaste sanskrit. Abhinanda says:
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Y WRW: & 58 TgER A O
yRETRNTN R RS g1
R : TFRgwT wRRRR:
qurarRTE S wRIRfTaES |
— AR, 9§ %¢; TR, 4. 6.4

and thus pays him a compliment for his chaste expression. This
encomium is fully jnstified by Jadtaka-Mala. There is a commentary on
Jataka-Mal@ by Dharmakirti, an equally famous poet and alsa a
philosopher ( Tohoku Catalogue No. 4151). In view of this remark,
it is difficult to- believe that the Subhdsita-RatnakarandakaKatha
should be the work of the author of Jataka-Mdld, as it is full of impex-
fections all of which cannot be attributed to scribes. This work
seems to have been composed at a time when Buddhism degenerated
to a great extent. The work does not show any poetic faculty or
flight of inspiration. It is full of grammatical mistakes and faulty
metre. As to contents, there is nothing elevating. There is a
topic of gifts to monks, for instance, in which the devotee is advised
to make all sorts of gifts. We are, therefore, rlght in holding that
it must be the work of a later namesake of Arya Siira.

As regards Subhdsita- Ratnakarandaka-Katha 1 may point out
that its contents clearly show the influence of Ddndadhikarana.
mahdydnasitra, i, e, Avadana No, 34 in Divydvaddne. The versifica-
tion, faulty at numerous places, is also an indicator that the work
must have been written either by a novice or by a namesake of

Arya Sura.

Poona~2, P. L. VAIDYA
18t July, 1959,
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~ ABBREVIATIONS

AK (3o %o )—Avaddana-kalpalatd of Ksgemendra, Bibliotheca
Indica edition; our edition in BST Nos, 22-23.

AS (a1c o )—Avadara-Sataka by J. S. Speyer, Bibliotheca
~ Buddhica edition; our edition in BST No. 19.
Asta (s1ge )—Astasahasrikd Prajfiaparamiti, ed. by Rajendralal
* Mitra. .
BC—Buddhacarita of Agvaghosa, edns. by Cowell and Johnstone.
BCA—Bodhicaryavatara of Sintideva, with Padijikd of Prajia-
karamati, ed. by Poussin; bare text in Zapiski.
BCP—Bodhicarydvatarapaijikd of Prajiiskaramati, ed. by Poussin,
CP—Cariydpitaka, PTS edition ; also by B. C. Law.
CS—Catuhstava  of Nagarjuna (I. Norupamae, II. Lokdtita,
IT1. Acintya, and IV. Paramdrtha)

DA (fReme ) Divydvaddna, our edition in BST No 20; also Cowell
and Neil’s edition.

DBh (ge e )—Dasabhimikasitra ed. by Rahder.
GM—@Gilgit Mss. ed. by N. Dutt..

GV (wwe }—Gandavyihasitra, ed. by Suzuki and Idzmm, Kyoto,
Japan, 1949,

J (e )—Jataka, ed. by Fausbol.

IM (%o wre ) Jatakamdld of Arya Sira, ed. by H. Kern, HOS,;
our edition in BST No. 21.

KV (=wrwe )—Karandavyiha, BTS edition.

LA (wg1o )—Lankdvatdrasitra, ed. by B. Nanjio, Kyoto, Japan,
1923; reprint 1956.

LV (sRso )—Lalita- Vistara, our edition in BST No. 1.

MS (7o @re )—Madhyamakasdstra of Nagirjuna, our edition in
BST No. 10.

MYV (%o 30 )—Madhyamakavrtti called Prasannapadd of Candra-
kirti, our edition in BST No 10.

MVastu (7o 70 }—Mahdvasty, ed. by E. Senart.

MVy (7o 5o )—Mahdvyutpatts ed. by 1. P. Minayeff, Bibliotheoa
Buddhica.
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RP (e )—Rasfropalapariprochd, ed. by L. Feer, - Bibliotheca
Buddhica.

SS (e }—Siksasamuccaye  of Santideva, ed. by Bendall in
Bibliotheca Buddhica; our edition in BST No 11.

SA (e )—Satradamkara of Asanga, ed. by 8. Lévi.

SN—Saundarananda of Aévaghosa, edns, by H. P. Shastri and
Johnstone.

SR (wfre )—Samadhirdgjasitra ed. by N. Dutt, in GM; -our
edition in BST No 2.

SDP (@& }—Saddharmapundarikasitra, ed. by N. Dutt; also by
Kern and Nanjio.

SP (gte )—Suvarnaprabhdsasitra, ed. by B. Nanjio and H.
‘Idzumi, Kyoto, Japan, 1931; also by J. Nobel.

SV (gate )—Sukhdvativyiha ed. by Max Miller.

T—Tibetan translation. '

T—(followed by number }—Tohoku Catalogue.

TG (ware )—Tathdgataguhyasitra or Guhyasamdja, GOS edn.

TS (a@de )—Tattvasamgraha of Santaraksita, GOS edition.

VCh (awe )—Vajracchedikd, ed. by Max Miller.
(N. B.—Most of the works mentioned above are planned to be

included in the BUDDHIST SANSKRIT TEXTS Series).
The list will be found at the end of the Volume. )
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PREFACE

In the following pages is presented for the first tlme an
edition of the Subhdsita-Ratnakarandaka-Kathd of Arya Sara, It is
s Buddhist Sanskrit text intended for popularisation of the
saddharma, 4. e., the excellent religion of the Buddha, It was
composed particularly for the use of monk-preachers for inspiring
faith in Buddhism in the minds of the laity., In Nepal it has been
discovered and is written in Newari characters, A manuscript
copy of the text was procured from the Nepal Durbar Library
through Dr, S. N, Sen, the then Curator of the Nepal Museum,
In the colophon it appears that Avya Sira was the author of this
text.

The present text contains twgntgglghgchaptg_rs/ which are
all in verses. Some are short, while others are long. The con-
cluding chapter, the Pdramitdkathd, for instance, contains fwo,
glokas only, The chapters, therefore, are not uniform in extent.
It speaks nter alia of the six pdramitds (perfections), vz, ddna
(liberality ), ila (morality), ksanti (forbearance), virya, (energy),
dhyanw (meditation) and prajiid (wisdom). These six pdramitds
(perfections) are frequently referred to in the Mahayanic code of
discipline, Each one of the paramitis (perfections) here has been
extolled and recommended for the attainment of spiritual progress
in life. Indeed, this doctrine of the pdramitg (perfection) made
a strong appeal to the laity and made Buddhism a popular religion,
Like other Mahayina texts, this text commences with Salutatlon
to the Buddha and closes with the following stanza :-

3 qAt 3IIT BTEANT AgITAl A |

\ A7 AN A gdad w0

The text also appears in Tibetan and there are two Tibetan
renderings of it. Both of them are included in Bstan-kgyur
(Tanjur), One is contained in mDo-hgrel, Vol. Gi, folios 127b'-
142a° and the other in mDo-hgrel, Vol. Ne, folios 214a™227b° of
the Snarthang edition, The Tibetan translations are, asa rule,
very faithful and almost verbatim. But the present text on colls-
tion with the Tibetan versionsis found to have more divergence
than agreement, Further, there is a slight difference between the
two Tibetan versions, It is, therefore, likely that the Tibetan
renderings were made not from the present work but from some
other, lost to us, In other words, there were texts other than our
present text which the Tibetan translators made use of.
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Our manuscript is complete, but it has been badly copied,
It is full of mistakes of various types. Kven the orthography is
sometimes not correct. For collation there is no other manuscript
for any Tibetan translation and so with some difficulty the readings
have been settled. The Tibetan versions have occasionally been
useful to me.

It should be observed that Arya Sira who hved in the 4th
eentury A. p,, was one of the famous Buddhist writers of Sanskrit
Kavyas. He writes in an elegant kdvya style. It is ¢more artistic
than artificial. So far only one work of the author has been
available to us in print. The Jataka-Mdld which contains thirty-four
Jatakas illustrating the paramitds (perf'ectlons) of a bodhisattva have
been published in America (Harvard Oriental Series). In leetan,
however, five other works besides the Jatakamald are ascribed to
Avya Stra. They are: Paramitasamdasa, Pratimoksasitrapaddhati,
Bodhisattvajatakadharmagondi, Supathddesaparikath@ and Subhdsita-,
ratnakarandakakathd. Sanskrit originals of these texts are all lost,
Considering the elegance of style of the Jataka-Madld, the question
naturally arises in one’s mind whether the author of the present
text is identical with that of the Jataka-Mdald. We know that there
were two distinguished Nigirjunas. One was the promulgator of
the Madhyamika system of thought and the other was a great
Tantric teacher. The two Nagarjunas lived about four hundred
years apart, but they have been carelessly mingled together in
Tibetan traditions. Similar may be the case with our poet Arya
Sura, There were very likely two individuals of the name of
Arya Stira, One was the author of the Jatakamald and the other
was that of the Subhdsitaratnakarandakakathd. In Tibetan accounts,
the two have probably been mistakenly taken .as one person.

1 take this occasion to express my gratitude to Dr. P, L,
Vaidya, M. A. (Cal.), D. Litt (Paris), Retired Director, Mithila
Institute of Post-Graduate Studies and Research in Sanskrit
Learning, Darbhanga, Bihar, for his kindly including the present
text as an appendix to his new edition of the Jataka-Mala,

University of Caleutta | AxvruL CHANDRA BANERIER
28rd July, 1958 " |
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CRITICAL NOTES

[ Black figures refer to the Jataka in this work, ]

1. This Jataka is not yet traced to any Pali source. It
appears to be thus peculiar to the period of transition from Hina-
yina to Mahdyana form of Buddhism. The first trace of this
Jataka is found in Mila Sarvistivida Vinaya from which Avadina
‘No. 32 in DA seems to have been taken. Ksemendra in AK refers
to this Jataka in Avadana No. 51 ( pages 318-319) and also again
in Avadina No, 95 (page 538). Ksemendra also bodily takes two
verses sqnigemtsfie]” from DA in his AK 51,

2. The story of Sibi is well-know in the Puranas. In Jataka
499 and in CP 8 it is found in Pali. AK also in Avadana No. 91
refers to king Sibi in a slightly different form,

3. This Jataka corresponds to Pali Jataka No, 415.

4, This Jataka appears under different name in Pali. See
J. No. 40 which there is called Khadirangara-Jataks,

5. This Jataka corresponds to Pali J. No. 40, where its
title is Visayhasefthijataka.

6. This Jataka corresponds to J. No, 316 and CP No. 10
where it is called Sasapandita.

7. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 480 and CP No. 1
.where the title is Akitti or Akatti.

8. Ihave not been able to trace the Pali source of this
Jataka, though the topic figures frequently in the Buddhist
literature.

9, This is one of the most popular stories in Buddhist
literature. It corresponds to J. No. 547 and CP No. 9. It also
figures in MV 30. 88 and AK No. 29. The ritg)ry has been scul-
pEn'gdh in the Relic Chamber of the Maha Thipa in Ceylon and
elsewhere.

10. I have not been able to trace this Jataka to Pali
gources.

“11. This Jateka corresponds to Kwlavakajdgtaka in Pali.
see J. No. 31

12, This Jataka is not yet traced to Pali sources.

13. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 527.

14, This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 468.

15. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 75 and CP No. 30.
16. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 35 and CP No. 29.
17. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 512. Many stanzas

in the Sanskrit form have a very close correspondence with Pali
version,
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18. Not yet traced to Pali sources.

19. This Jataka corresponds to Pali J. No. 488 and CP
No. 24. Note that at the end there is a remark: a3 wnad WM
st followed by three stanzas: o awgdfigsi-ete. Although all
Pali Jatakas have g, siaiar and af:adfee with the main simay
and its commentary, Arya Sira in JM does notinclude any of these
five constituents of a Jataka., Hence Kern regarded as spurious
the portion at the end of this single Jataka and puts it into
brackets. _

20. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 171 where its title
is Kalyanadhammajataka.

21. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 448 and CP No.
14. The sanskritised form 33 used by Kern is unusual. The Pali
form is either gw or 9% equal to &g in Sanskrit and means ¢ smaller or
¢younger’. Compare gwar=gefar or gzfar.

22. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 502.

23. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 528.

24, This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 407.  The story
has been sculptured in the Bharhut Sttpa.

25. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 483.

26. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 482. ,

27. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 407 and CP No. 27
where it is called Kapirdja.

28. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 813. This story is
sculptured in Ajanta Caves and stanzas 4, 15 and 19 from this work
are engraved under it. The credit of identifying the source of the
fragmentary stanzas goes to Dr. H. Liders. See Yazdani: Ajanta
Cave Paintings and Volume of notes thereon. ]

29. and 30. The Pali source of these Jatakas is not yet
traced.

31. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 537 and CP No.
‘82. The story is wellknown in the Purinas under Kalmagapada
and also eleswhere like AK 53 and 91.

32. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 510 and CP No. 23.

33. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 278 and CP No. 15,

34. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 808 where its title
is Javasakunoydtaka. :

It should be noted that although the stories selected by
Arya Sura are old, the treatment given to them by him varies
with the subject-matter. The fame of Arya Sira for ¢chaste
expression’ rightly rests on this treatment.
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